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well as by the persons chosen, who were usually Church-
men of the court, or in some employment near the King.
But whether this were a gradual encroachment of the regal
upon the spiritual power, I had rather leave others to dispute.

About this time Duke Robert came to Eng-
land, upon a visit to the King, where he was 1104.
received with much kindness and hospitality;
but, at the same time, the Queen had private directions to
manage his easy temper, and work him to a consent of
remitting his pension : this was compassed without much
difficulty; but, upon the Duke's return to Normandy, he
was severely reproved for his weakness by Ralph Bishop of
Durham, and the two Earls of Mortaigne and Shrewsbury.
These three having fled from England for rebellion, and
other treasons, lived exiles in Normandy; and, bearing an
inveterate hatred to the King, resolved to stir up the Duke
to a resentment of the injury and fraud of his brother.
Robert, who was various in his nature, and always under
the power of the present persuader, easily yielded to their
incitements : reproached the King in bitter terms, by letters
and messages, that he had cozened and circumvented him ;
demanding satisfaction, and withal threatening revenge. At
the same time, by the advice of the three nobles already men-
tioned, he began to arm himself as formidably as he could,
with design to seize upon the King's possessions in Nor-
mandy : but as this resolution was rashly taken up, so it was
as faintly pursued, and ended in his destruction : neither
hath any prince reason to expect better fortune, that engages
in a war against a powerful neighbour upon the counsel or
instigation of exiles, who having no further view than to
serve their private interest, or gratify their revenge, are
sure to succeed in one or t'other, if they can embark princes
in their quarrel, whom they fail not to incite by the falsest
representations of their own strength, and the weakness of
their enemy : for as the King was now settled in his throne
too firm to be shaken, so Robert had wholly lost all credit
and friendship in England; was sunk in reputation at home;
and, by his unlimited profuseness, reduced so
low, that, having pawned most of his dominions, 1105.
he had offered Rouen, his capital city, in sale
to the inhabitants. All this was very well known to the